[From functional decline to the slipping syndrome].
Normal aging is accompanied by functional decline with a loss of independence in activities of daily living. In many cases, after acute medical events, such a functional decline is observed, for which rehabilitation therapies are indicated. However, uncommon types of functional decline are also seen, without trigger event, having a particuliar clinical course: some of these are described in this paper, ranging from the "failure to thrive" to the dramatic "slipping syndrome".